
When most people think of Orange County, California (‘The OC’), they imagine 
long, white sandy beaches, tanned surfer dudes, and Balboa bars - not wine.  How-
ever, there are actually three wineries now in Orange County (Hamilton Oaks 
Vineyard, Laguna Canyon Winery, and Newport Beach Vineyard & Winery).  Also, 
there are quite a few winery owners and winemakers who still reside in the OC 
(Greg Linn of Ambullneo, Jeffrey Fink of Tantara, and Greg Saunders of White 
Rose Vineyards are three well-known vintners that come to mind). 

Cardwell Hill Cellars of Philomath, Oregon, is owned by Dan and Nancy Chapel, 
residents of North Tustin in Orange County since 1976.  Dan was a very successful 
engineer at Fluor Corporation and found winegrowing to be a challenging outlet 
for his creative juices after he retired.  A few years ago, the Chapels purchased a 
neglected vineyard in a picturesque location in Southern Oregon near Corvallis.  
He has since transformed the property into a magnificent estate with a large      
gorgeous home, a winery, and modern vineyards.  He utilized his engineering 
skills to design the gravity-flow winery (photo, right) and cleverly extended the 
height of the large basement under his home (photo, left) so that he could store 
and age his wine.  He likes to say that he and Nancy “literally sleep on our wine.” 

 

Cardwell Hill Cellars: Oregon Pinot, OC Roots 
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Dr. Robert B. Pamplin, Jr. is a prominent and respected business mogul in Oregon who, as President of 
the R.B. Pamplin Corporation, founded the Portland Tribune newspaper, Columbia Empire Farms (a 
large berry and hazelnut producer in Yamhill County), Your NorthWest retail stores, and Anne Amie 
(on-ah-me) Vineyards.  In 1999, he purchased Chateau Benoit Winery and since then the quality has 
risen very rapidly.  He brought together a dedicated team with the talent and experience to craft 
world-class Pinot Noir and other varietals.  The 2002 vintage Pinot Noir was the top rated Pinot Noir in 
Oregon according to the Northwest Wine Press.  The name, Anne Amie, is in honor of Dr. Pamplin’s two 
daughters.   

Winemaker Scott Huffman has been a key to the success here.  He grew up in Yamhill County and 
learned both winemaking and vineyard management. He was hired by Fred Benoit, founder of       
Chateau Benoit, as an assistant winemaker.  When Dr. Pamplin purchased the property, he retained 
Scott and gave him the resources to transform the winemaking and vineyards to produce terroir-
driven wines of high quality.  Success has arrived quickly as evidenced by the comments of Steve   
Kolpan, professor of wine studies at the Culinary Institute of America.   He recently stated that “The 
Anne Amie label is one of the best New World Pinot Noir wines that I have ever tasted,” and cited it as 
an example of “the all-too-rare terroir-driven wine.” 

The Pinot Noir portfolio consists of the following wines: Cuvée A (a fruit-forward, easy-drinking wine), 
Cuvée A Midnight Saignée Pinot Noir Rosé, Anne Amie Vineyards Pinot Noir Winemaker’s Selection (a 
blend from several vineyards), and Anne Amie Vineyards Pinot Noir Vineyard Designates (small lots 
from the finest vineyards which vary from vintage to vintage and represent “terroir” wines, usually 
less than 200 cases each, up to six different vineyards).  There is also a white wine portfolio and 
warmer-weather varietals from Southern Oregon. 

The winery’s beautiful tasting room is pictured below on a sunny day.  2006 has been a record year for 
rain in Oregon.  The standing joke is, “In Oregon, what do you call a clear day after two days of rain.”  
Answer: “Monday.” 

  

 

Anne Amie Vineyards 
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2004 Cuvée A Willamette Valley Pinot Noir  14.4% alc.. A 
light, fruity Pinot Noir with a welcoming nose of dark fruits 
and toasty oak.  The perfect back porch sippin Pinot.    
Nothing to expend your critical facilities on, but when you 
are thirsty, who wants to? 

2002 Anne Amie Willamette Valley Pinot Noir  14.4% 
alc., $40.  This is a superb wine.  The nose is complex with 
plum, exotic wood, and violets.  Very vibrant and succulent fruit and a suave finish with racy acidity.  
Harmonious and balanced. A prime-time Pinot from the 2002 vintage in Oregon. 

2003 Anne Amie Deux Vert Vineyard Willamette Valley Pinot Noir  14.0% 
alc..  This vineyard is owned by Dee and George Hillberry and is located due 
east of the winery.  The soils are dark rust-colored volcanic and the vines 
produce very age-worthy Pinots.  This wine is dark ruby in color and is 
loaded with sweet black cherry, cranberry, dark red raspberry, and licorice 
aromas and flavors.  It is densely-packed,  powerful, and firm, yet the texture 
is soothing. The finish has substantial tannins which are dry and a touch bitter 
now.  Give this one a few years in the cellar to mellow. 

 

The Anne Amie tasting room is open daily from 10-5 at 6580 NE Mineral 
Springs Rd, Carlton 97111.  Wines may be ordered on the website at 
www.anneamie.com or by phone at 503-864-2991, but the best place to enjoy 
the wines is at the tasting room (see view of the Pacific Coast Mountain Range below).  An excellent 
blog at anneamie.typepad.com is updated monthly.         
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